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# 1 Authentic Authority brings Goodness and Peace
February 1st, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Reflection: “All were amazed and asked one another, “What is this? A new teaching with authority. He 
commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him.” Mark 1: 27 
Authentic authority is manifested by goodness and peace. Jesus’ authority was so powerful that evil 
could not stand to be in his presence. In the last six weeks, the media has brought into our living rooms 
the evil of murder. The murders of citizens in Sydney and France have shaken people going about normal 
activities like having a cup of coffee or going to work. What didn’t come into our living rooms was the 
murder of a whole village in Nigeria. It is especially at times like this of distrust, suspicion and potential 
conflict that following the way of Jesus calls us to challenge evil wherever it occurs and be messengers of 
goodness, healing and peace. 

Fact File:  Following the deaths in Martin Place, Sydney, staff members of the Columban Mission 
Institute, placed a copy of The Golden Rule Poster at the memorial site. www.facebook.com 
Fr Patrick McInerney, Director of CMI, is part of a new Sydney group that has formed called “Be the 
Bridge”. www.abc.net.au

Learn More: The Golden Rule poster features the common message “Treat Others As You Would Like 
Them Treat You” expressed in 13 different religious traditions.

Take Action: The Golden Rule is a project of the Columban Mission Institute’s Centre for Christian 
Muslim Relations. Purchase a copy and share it with others. www.columban.org.au

For the most frequent update and Centre related news and links, please “like” us 
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